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Ietters to the Editors 





Shall the Church Challenge ‘Outside’ Evils? 





Unintended Praise 


To the Editors: 

The writers were very much interested 
in your editorial “The Totalitarian Tech- 
nique,” which appeared on page 3 in your 
issue of March 8, and the vehemence with 
which you denounce Governor Tuck of 
Virginia and the other Southern Gover- 
nors who are not in accord with your 
views. (See note below.—Eds.) 


Perhaps these Governors think there is 
as much democracy in letting a state po- 
litical organization select a nominee for 
President as there is in being bound by a 
nominee chosen by a national convention. 
Certainly they don’t realize that being 
bound to vote for the nominee of a Na- 
tional Convention is pure democracy 
while voting for a man selected by a 
state convention is totalitarian, as you so 
clearly point out. It may be that some 
of them were thinking of the provisions 
of that antiquated and outmoded docu- 
ment—the Constitution of the United 
States—which provides for the selection 
of a president by states and not at large. 
Hence your rebuke was most timely! 

But we fear you are neglecting your 
opportunities. The name of your paper 
doesn't sufficiently reflect that contents. 
The title “The Presbyterian Outlook” 
would ordinarily lead one to believe that 
your magazine is concerned only with 
church advancement and spiritual life. 
You might reach a great many more read- 
ers by simply letting them know that you 
specialize in politics as well as religion. 
Why not call it “The Presbyterian and 
Political Outlook”? 


EARL A. BROWN, 


RAYMOND M. MYERS. 
Dallas, Texas, 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—No other Southern 
Governor, so far as we have seen, advo- 
eated the measures which Govrrsor Tuck 
first proposed, then hastily withdrew 
when sharp and widespread reactions be- 
gan to be felt. Instead of being what 
the writers of the foregoing letter under- 
atand, the bill as introduced would have 
eliminated the names of “undesirable” 
eandidates from the ticket and would 
have made it impossible for any who 
wanted to do so to vote either for or 
against the nominee of the party. As 
for the concluding charge, we welcome 
this unintended compliment. The kind of 
Christianity we espouse is concerned with 
all of life, not a segment of it. For an 
illustration of what a totalitarian regime 
likes to do with a church or churchmen 
who seek to apply religion to life, we 
refer Messrs. Brown and Myers to Hit- 
ler’s Germany. In a free state, the church 
had better have something to say in the 
face of threats to the basic liberties of 
its people. 


Five-Year Quota 


To the Editors: 

I am writing to report that both of 
the churches I serve (two country 
churches, Macpelah and Unity in Kings 
Mountain Presbytery) have both reached 
their goals for the foreign mission amount 
for the whole five years. Macpelah’s was 
$68 with 34 members, the second smallest 
in the presbytery. Unity with 216 mem- 
bers raised $460, its full quota, also. The 
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raising of this money did the members 
of both churches good, showing that we 
can when we desire to do things for 
God. 

W. H. MATHESON. 
Davidson, N. C. 


Auburn Affirmation 
To the Editors: 


It is highly desirable to have our emi- 
nent jurists study the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, as a document, in the light of its 
history, and in the light of the five doc- 
trines that the USA Assembly declared 
essential to ordination. And no jurist is 
more highly esteemed in the Synod of 
Alabama than Judge Edington. ... There 
are some of us who still think that a 
charge of modernism is supported by a 
study of the document and of the his- 
tory out of which it came. 


The Judge describes “explanation” as 
the dictionary meaning of theory. Ac- 
cording to my Webster’s the first mean- 
ing of theory is: “Contemplation; specu- 
lation.” Explanation may be a rough sum- 
mary of what this dictionary gives as 
its fifth meaning. On what authority 
does the Judge declare that this is “its 
dictionary meaning’’? 

But one finds a more serious difficulty 
with the Judge’s analysis. He asserts 
that the five essentials declared by the 
General Assembly of the Northern Church 
were: “Inspiration of the Scriptures, In- 
carnation, Atonement, The Resurrection, 
His mighty works or miracles.” This is 
an inaccurate statement. The Minutes 
of the Assembly of 1923, page 253, give 
the second of these essentials in the fol- 
lowing language: “2. It is an essential 
doctrine of the Word of God and our 
standards that our Lord Jesus Christ was 
born of the Virgin Mary.” And because 
he mis-stated the five points, therefore 
the Judge has misinterpreted the Auburn 
Affirmation. He permitted the Affirma- 
tionists to catch him with their sophis- 
try. 

The Auburn Affirmation professes to ac- 
cept the Incarnation but dismisses the 
Virgin Birth as one of the theories which 
men may give to explain the doctrine of 
the Incarnation. The Affirmation thus 
says that one does not need to accept the 
Virgin Birth of Christ.* According to 
the Affirmation the Virgin Birth is not 
a fact but a theory (the word occurs four 
times), a speculation,** an explanation of 
the way some people explain the doctrine 
of the Incarnation. According to the five 
points, the Virgin Birth of Christ is es- 
sential for the proper ordination of a 
Presbyterian minister. 

WM. C. ROBINSON. 
Decatur, Ga. 

®@ EDITORS’ NOTE—(* above) This is 
incorrect. The Affirmation speaks of the 
Virgin Birth as a theory regarding the 
Incarnation but nowhere states that the 
Virgin Birth is not a fact; (**) This too 
is incorrect... The Affirmation nowhere 
describes the Virgin Birth as a “specu- 
lation”; this is merely Dr. Robinson’s in- 
terpretation which the Affirmation itself 
does not sustain... It would not be fair 
to the signers of the Affirmation to infer 
from Dr. Robinson’s letter that those who 
signed that document did not believe in 
the Virgin Birth. 


Much-Maligned Document 


To the Editors: 

Judge Edington’s analysis of the Au- 
burn Affirmation in the April 5 issue is 
a splendid statement of just about how 
I feel and understand that much-malignedg 
document. 

If it is possible, please send me 50 re- 
prints of thig document which should do 
much to dispell false notions about that, 

1 offer a prayer of gratitude each week 
for the fine, fresh, helpful paper that 
comes to my house from your office. 

CHARLES E. RAYNAL, JR. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


@® EDITORS’ NOTE—Reprints of Judge 
Edington’s brief analysis are available 
at this office at Se for one copy, 25 for 
ec; 100 for $1.00. 


‘Pill the Cup Gently’’ 


To the Editors: 

. enclosing a list of names and ad- 
dresses of Sunday school teachers for 
copies of Dr. Foreman’s “Fill the Cup 
Gently” (OUTLOOK, April 5). This is an 
excellent article, as all of his work al- 
ways is, and I am very happy for the 
opportunity to get this into the hands of 
our teachers. ... 

ADA G. BAKER. 
Winchester, Va. 


- enclosing list. ... 

MARY McRAE, Statesville, N. C. 

MILDRED HAGAR, Nashville, Tenn. 

THOS, C. CLAY, Buchanan, Va. 

J. M. WALKER, JR., Roanoke Rapids, 
x. < 

BYRON L. MILTON, Lewisburg, W. Va. 

H. R. MAHLER, JR., Norton, Va. 


CLARA E. WATSON, Baltimore, Md. 
BETTY JO JACKSON, Waco, Texas 
LUCILLE RUSSELL, Kilgore, Texas 


And scores of others. . 


Circle Chairman’s Prayer 


To the Editors: 
The Circle Chairman’s Prayer (Apr. 5) 
is fine and will be helpful. . . 
MRS. J. H. KENNEDY, Gastonia, N. C. 
. will you kindly send a copy to the 
leaders of our circles here? 


MRS. RICHARD §S. LANDIS, Morris- 
ville, Pa. 


This prayer will be the prayer of every 
Auxiliary president too... . 
MRS, G. M. FORD, Dunbar, W. Va. 





‘ a gem. . 
the executive board. 
MRS. R. S. MILLER, Hampton, Va. 
. to our list of circle chairmen... . 
MRS. J. S. GRAY, Clinton, S. C. 
MRS. EDWARD S. KING, Raleigh, N. C. 
MRS. C. G. GUNN, Louisville, Ky. 
MRS. H. L. PRICE, Marion, S. C. 
STEVE COOK, Hope, Ark. 
MRS. HENRY T. LILLY, Davidson, N. C. 
S. V. HARVIN, Jacksonville, Fla, 


MISS KATE THOMPSON, Cuero, Texas 
M. A. BOGGS, Little Rock, Ark. 


appropriate for all 


Columbia, S. C., Palatka, Fla., Chester, 
S. C., Blytheville, Ark., and many, many 
more. 

@ EDITORS’ NOTE—These two reprints 
will be sent free of charge to individuals 
whose names and addresses are furnished 
us; they will not be mailed out in bulk 
lots. 


K re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
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Western Leaders to 
Sponsor Peace Train 


Across Nation to D. C. 


Movement Started by Church of 
Brethren Gaining Momentum 


Los Angeles. (RNS)—A _ ‘Peace 
Train,” carrying 250 clergymen and 
leading laymen will leave Los Angeles 
April 21 for Washington, D. C. It will 
take to President Truman and other 
government officials the ideals of peace 
sponsored by Protestants, Catholic and 
Jews of California and other western 
states. 


Already 10,000 leaflets setting forth 
the objectives of the train have been 
sent to thousands of churches, asking 
them to cooperate in the movement and 
to appoint representatives to go on the 
mission. 

The project had its inception at a 
meeting of the Church of the Brethren 
at Modesto, Calif., two months ago. The 
idea spread until churches of many de- 
nominations became interested, and the 
Southern California Committee for the 
Peace Train was organized. 


Others Will Join 


Arrangements have been made for 
the train to leave Los Angeles, joining 
other Peace Cars at San Francisco, Port- 
land and Salt Lake City before proceed- 
ing to Washington. 

The leaflet sent to the churches is en- 
titled “Speak Up for Peace” and reads, 
in part, as follows: 


“Recent acts of our government have 
drawn us closer to war with Russia. 
War menaces American lives and Ameri- 
can freedom. We have ignored the 
United Nations and gone backward to 
the old European methods of power 
politics and military alliances which led 
to the last two wars and which threaten 
to lead us to World War III. 

“Those methods must be abandoned. 
Let us return to the American tradition 
of peace and justice through a union 
of states. We must speak loudly to re- 
store civilian control of our government 
and its diplomacy. 

“Let us organize a Peace Train to 
bring to Washington our demand for a 
constructive peace program. Our gov- 
ernment should summon, at once, all 
nations to a world constitutional con- 
vention, like the one held at Philadel- 
phia in 1787. Let us work through a 
Supra-national government to stop ag- 
gression and totalitarianism. Let it 
police the world in our stead. 

“In the meantime, let us work 
through the U.N. and other interna- 
tional organizations, not outside them 





gram of Progress, $715,503. 


Progress, $134,758. 


$60,986. 





$940,379 Increase 


(Plus Program of Progress) 


Benevolences for the church year ending March 31, as reported by 
five agencies of the General Assembly, show a total increase over last 
year of $940,379, plus Program of Progress receipts as follows: 


Foreign Missions (Nashville), $1,376,932; increase, $60,251. Pro- 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $534,699; increase, $49,194*; Program of 

Christian Education and Ministerial Relief (Louisville), $441,176 
(ineluding income from investments) ; increase, $21,546. 


Religious Education and Publication (Richmond), $210,641; increase, 


Assembly’s Training School (Richmond), $42,848; increase, $7,568. 


*Home Missions officials say : ‘‘If Negro Work had not been placed 
elsewhere [as was done by the last General Assembly] there would have 
been no inerease in the Home Missions receipts.’’ 











Better Salaries for Ministers Urged 


Snedecor and Indian Groups Specified; Retirement Provision Requested 


More adequate salaries for the 
church’s ministers, with a particular 
emphasis on those in Snedecor Synod 
and Indian Presbytery. and an adjust- 
ment in limitations upon the service of 
retired ministers will result if the rec- 
ommendations submitted by the General 
Assembly’s Committee on the Minister 
and His Work are adopted. 

In a report signed by the chairman, 
Ernest Trice Thompson, the Assembly is 
asked to urge lay members of presby- 
tery Commissions on the Minister and 
His Work to work with laymen on home 
mission committees in formulating plans 
to consult with church sessions in order 
“that salaries which are paid to minis- 
ters ... may be increased to a degree 
commensurate with present conditions.” 

The committee, with a note of 
urgency, asks that the Assembly ‘“‘make 
immediate provision for adequate sal- 
aries for ministers in Snedecor Memorial 
Synod and Indian Presbytery in the 
Synod of Oklahoma.” 

An ad interim committee is recom- 
mended “to study the advisability of 





nor against them. That is the American 
way, the democratic way. Our lives and 
liberties are at stake, Let us speak up 
while there is yet time.” 


amending the plan of the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund so that retired ministers 
receiving benefits from the .. . Fund 
may receive remuneration for serving 
churches as temporary supplies, not in 
excess of the amount of their annuities, 
without suffering the loss of their an- 
nuity benefits.” 


Taking up a matter left over from 
the 1947 Assembly, the committee re- 
sponds to what it calls ‘‘a growing desire 
throughout the General Assembly for 
closer ties between the presbyteries and 
the local churches,” and urges that pres- 
byteries appoint representatives to visit 
each church at least once every three 
years to discuss with the session and the 
pastor the program and work of the 
church and any existing problems. Such 
visits, it specifies, would only be made 
upon instruction from the presbytery. 
Teams of visitors would be made up of 
members of the presbytery. A ques- 
tionnaire which could be used as a guide 
is submitted. 

A reconmnfended revision of Para- 
graph 76 of the Book of Church Order 
defines the duties of the presbytery’s 
Commission on the Minister and His 
Work: (1) The commission functions 
only as an advisory committee when 
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consulting with committees of churches 
seeking pastors. (2) The com- 
mission functions as a commission only 
under definitely specified terms (when 
difficulties have arisen in churches or 
when directed by the presbytery). 
Another item referred to it by the 
last Assembly has to do with an in- 
terpretation of the term ‘‘temporary 
supply.”” The committee answers: 


“A temporary supply is a minister, 
licentiate, candidate or layman, who, 
after the aid and advice of the Commis- 
sion on the Minister and His Work has 
been obtained, has been employed by the 
Session to serve a church for a definite 
or an indefinite period or until a stated 
supply or pastor has been secured. This 
stated supply or pastor must be some 
one other than the temporary supply. 

‘‘A minister who is invited by the 
Session to preach on a given Sunday is 
not to be classified as a temporary 
supply, but if he is used for an indefi- 
nite period on a week-to-week basis, he 
is to be so classified. 

“Seminary students, who are serving 
churches with the aid and advice of the 
Commission, are to be classified as stu- 
dent supplies and may be called as 
stated supplies or pastors of the 
churches they are serving.” 
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OVERTURES 








Some of the overtures to be sub- 
mitted to the 1948 General Assembly, 
with the church court from which they 
come, are indicated as follows: 


Division of Authority—Louisville 
Presbytery, observing “a growing ten- 
dency on the part of the General As- 
sembly to send down to the presby- 
teries for discussion or action, mat- 
ters which under the constitution of 
our church should be decided only by 
the highest court of the church,” and 
expressing the judgment ‘‘that matters 
of policy or action, when they are the 
responsibility of the General Assembly, 
if referred to the presbxyteries, tend to 
disturb the church unduly, and also to 
lessen the authority and prestige of 
the church’s highest court,”’ asks for an 
ad interim study to ‘‘define as clearly 
as possible what matters, under our 
church’s constitution, should be re- 
ferred to the presbyteries . . . and 





Suicide and the Higher Life 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





HE SUICIDE of Jan Masaryk, the 
foreign minister of Czechoslovakia 
and the son of its great founder, 
raises some interesting questions about 
moral dimensions of human existence 
upon which we reflect only occasionally. 
The suicide of the son is usually in- 
terpreted in the western world as a kind 
of final and brave act of loyalty toward 
the father’s heritage. For the father 
was a great democrat; and the son who 
sought to combine faith in democracy 
with friendship for a great non-demo- 
cratic neighbor took his life when his- 
tory proved that it was impossible to 
preserve his father’s heritage. 
If this was the motive of the act, it 
proves, what deeds of martyrdom in his- 
tory prove, that there is a dimension of 


life, higher than physical existence. 
which is sometimes in conflict with 
physical existence. If it is true that 


men can, at times, preserve the integrity 
of their souls only by sacrificing their 
life, we have a proof of a dimension of 
existence which cannot be equated with 
physical survival. 

We may have varying views of the 
nature of the “soul” or the “spirit” of 
man and of its immortality; but our 
response to the sacrifice of life for the 
sake of an ideal is strong proof of the 
reality of this dimension. 

But the question which this act raises 
is whether it is ever right to put suicide 
in the same category as an act of mar- 
tyrdom, Did not Masaryk’s father write 
a pamphlet in his early academic days 
condemning suicide? And have not 


both the Jewish and the Christian faiths 
condemned it? Must we not make a 
basic distinction between taking one’s 
own life and martyrdom. 


These moral distinctions are impor- 
tant, and on the whole valid. But no 
moral theory ever fits every specific 
occasion. The Catholic philosopher 
Jacques Maritain tells of devout Catho- 
lics in the French resistance movement, 
who were finally persuaded that, though 
suicide is generally wrong, it would be 
right to take one’s own life rather than 
run the risk of betraying a comrade in 
the torture chambers of the Nazis. 
Suicide may, in other words, come very 
close to, or be identical with, an act of 
martyrdom. 


We cannot of course be absolutely 
certain of the motive of an act of self- 
destruction. Even in Masaryk’s case 
there is the possibility that his accept- 
ance of a position in the cabinet of a 
Communist government involved him in 
what he recognized, in the still watches 
of the night, to be a betrayal of his 
father’s heritage. 


He may have taken his life in self- 
disgust. Or he may have simply found 
the tension between his ideals and the 
political realities too difficult. These 
scruples remind one of the legitimacy of 
the distinction between suicide and mar- 
tyrdom. But the possibility that the 
act was the pure assertion of moral in- 
tegrity remind one to be charitable in 
judgment and flexible in moral theory. 


(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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what matters are the sole responsibility 
of the General Assembly.” 

ivangelism Conference—Scheduling 
a special week for a conference on 
evangelism at Montreat is asked by 
S. W. Ga. Presbytery. 

Annual Audit—All treasurers of 
churches would be required to have 
their books audited annually, under 
terms of an overture by La. Presby- 
tery. 

Richardsons—The General Assembly 
is asked to ‘“‘make a fuller and more 
complete exoneration of the character 
and good name of the Richardson and 
Smith families, in connection with the 
accusations and allegations brought out 
in the recent litigation in the U. §, 
Federal Court, by certain benevolent 
agencies”’ of the church by Kings Moun- 
tain and Bethel Presbyteries. 

Salaries—Executive committees are 
urged to increase salaries of executive 
secretaries to at least $7,500 by St. 
John’s Presbytery. 

Limited Tenure—Members of execu- 
tive committees would be limited to two 
consecutive three-year terms with a 
year’s interval before eligibility for re- 
election by terms of an overture from 
Lexington Presbytery in order ‘‘to in- 
fuse the work of these committees with 
new ideas and new energies.”’ 

Church Property—Meridian Presby- 
tery offers two overtures, one seeking 
an “in thesi’’ deliverance and the other 
an amendment to the Book of Church 
Order which would declare that ‘‘in the 
purchase, ownership or sale of real 
estate or other property, no church body 
is subject to the control of any other 
church body.” 

Federal Council—Withdrawal from 
the Federal Council of Churches is 
sought in an overture from Meridian 
Presbytery, while Kings Mountain asks 
“that if the General Assembly should 
cecide to remain in that any 
financial support given to the Council 
be taken from the benevolent funds 
rather than from presbyterial tax.” 

Presbyterian Reunion—Congaree and 
Concord Presbyteries ask that all nego- 
tiations looking toward Presbyterian re- 
union be discontinued (Congaree asks 
that the committee be discharged); 
Kings Mountain asks that all discus- 
sions and plans cease for 10 years, Blue- 
stone says ‘‘five years’’ and includes 
discussions of the Federal Council; 
Guerrant, Potomac and the Synod of 
Kentucky urge approval of the Plan of 
Reunion and submission to the presby- 
teries as soon as possible. 

Consolidated and Popular Report— 
“Recognizing the need of an informed 
membership, the Synod of Missouri over- 
tures the General Assembly to consoli- 
date the various annual reports of the 
executive committees, especially con- 


cerning their financial condition, to- 


gether with pertinent information, and 
to prepare a popular report, similar to 
the annual reports prepared by many 
large commercial corporations for the 
information of stockholders’ for dis- 
tribution throughout the church. 
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REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 





On the Federal Council of Churches 


r HE YEAR 1948 marks the completion of forty years 
C during which the churches have cooperated increas- 
ingly through the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. Created by their official action, the 
Council is under the direct control of the delegated repre- 
sentatives of twenty-five denominations. 
The policies of the Council have recently been defined 
in a clear and precise form by the executive committee as 
follows: 


“It is positively Evangelical, based upon a common ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior. 

“Its central objective is to serve as a coordinating in- 
strument in programs that are agreed upon. 

“Its primary concern is with the spiritual life and evan- 
gelistie outreach of the churches. 

“It works progressively for constructive measures of hu- 
man welfare. 

“It seeks to make our economic system more fully serve 
democracy and justice for all, rejecting Communism and 
totalitarian government. 

“Tt stands for equal opportunity and justice for all 
races. 

“It supports efforts to develop effective instruments of 
international cooperation and to promote a just and durable 
peace. 

“It establishes cooperation with the churches of other 
lands and aids the movement for an ecumenical church. 

“It helps local communities to develop their own agen- 
cies of effective Christian cooperation.”’ 


The service rendered by the Federal Council during the 
past year is briefly outlined in the following ten headings, 
under each of which certain concrete illustrations are 
given. - 


1. The Council has become an important common front 
for American Protestantism in maintaining Protestant prin- 
ciples. It has: 

—voiced united Protestant opposition to the use of Fed- 
eral funds for sectarian schools; 

—secured from the President of the United States a re- 
affirmation that his designation of a personal representa- 
tive to the Pope is only ‘‘a temporary expedient”’; 

—circulated the pamphlet “If I Marry a Roman Catho- 
lic” until it has now reached more than 600,000 young peo- 
ple in all denominations; 

—promoted the observance of Reformation Sunday on 
a community-wide basis as a united rallying of Protestant 
strength; 

—continued to be a central source of information for all 
those dealing with the problems of religious liberty. 


2. The Council has promoted the spirit of evangelism 
and coordinated the efforts of denominational agencies in 
this field. It has: 

—directed University Christian Missions on 17 campuses, 
each for a full week, providing an interdenominational ap- 
proach to Christian witness in tax-supported institutions; 

—conducted Missions to Christian teachers in 18 cities 
for ‘the purpose of reaching children outside of all the 
Sunday schools; 

—held preaching missions in 14 cities; 

—held 14 conferences of ministers on their evangelistic 
program; 

—maintained the full-time service of a specialist in 
visitation evangelism, assisting local communities in co- 
operative efforts by lay people. 


8. The: Council has promoted the observance of simul- 
taneous periods of devotional emphasis, and produced an 


interdenominational literature of worship and the devo- 
tional life. It has: 

— furthered the widespread observance of World Com- 
munion Day initiated by the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., until the circulation of its literature has exceeded 
5,000,000; 

——continued the Fellowship of Prayer for the Lenten 
season, in cooperation with the Congregational Commis- 
sion on Evangelism and Worship; 

—prepared devotional studies for the Universal week 
of Prayer at the beginning of the new year; 

—issued ‘Hymns of the Rural Spirit,’’ consisting of 
hymns and services of worship selected from the stand- 
point of the special needs of the rural church. 


4. The Council has secured the use of nation-wide net- 
works for broadcasting Christian messages under Prot- 
estant auspices. It has: 

—conducted two nation-wide broadcasts every Sunday, 
one in the morning and one in the afternoon; 

—hbroadcast ‘‘Religion in the News’’ Saturday evenings; 

—presented brief inspirational messages from Monday 
to Friday each week; 

—produced radio programs for many special observances 
such as Universal Bible Sunday and World Order Day. 


5. The Council has united the efforts of the churches 
in seeking to apply Christian principles in our social and 
economic life. It has: 

—held a national study conference at Pittsburgh on 
the relation of Christianity to economic life, with a ma- 
jority of the delegates drawn from management, labor, 
agriculture and consumers; 

—established a permanent Department on the Church 
and Economic Life; 

—continued a long-range educational program on Chris- 
tian family life and the training of young people for mar- 
riage; 

~—held a national convocation on the Church and Rural 
Life; 

—brought clergymen and physicians together in con- 
ference on the place of religion in maintaining health of 
body and mind; 

—launched a two-year study of new developments and 
needs in the religious ministry to older people; 

—organized a national conference of representatives of 
church institutions for the aged. 


6. The Council has pioneered in interracial cooperation 
through the churches. It has 

—provided in its own organization a center of fellow- 
ship and cooperation between the Negro denominations and 
the white denominations on an equal basis without any dis- 
crimination; 

—held interracial clinics in major cities, bringing to- 
gether representatives of the major groups in the com- 
munity and assisting them to find ways of bringing about 
better conditions for racial minorities; 

—promoted the observance of Race Relations Sunday 
as an occasion for introducing white and Negro congrega- 
tions to each other; 

—disseminated information about the problems of other 
minority groups, such as the Japanese in the United States. 


7. The Council has carried on a persistent and vigorous 
movement in behalf of world order and peace. It has: 

—given major attention to the support of the churches 
for the European Recovery Program, including the hold- 
ing of a great rally in the national Capital addressed by 
the Secretary of State and Mr. John Foster Dulles; 
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—provided a continuous point of contact between the 
cooperating churches and the United Nations Organization; 

—focused the attention of the churches on a charter 
of human rights under the United Nations; 

—drafted and widely circulated significant statements 
of Christian principles and international affairs, such as 
“Soviet-American Relations’ and “Cross-Roads of Ameri- 
can Foreign Policy.” 


8. The Council has helped the churches in local commu- 
nities in all parts of the nation to develop their own in- 
struments for cooperative action. It has: 

—established a Southeastern Office (with the Home Mis- 
sions Council and the International Council of Religious 
Education) for furthering cooperation in that area; 

—held the first interdenominational convocation of 
churches in the South; 


——maintained a permanent staff in Cooperative Field Re- 
search (jointly with the Home Missions Council) for mak- 
ing surveys and studies of situations of concern to denomi- 
national agencies for church extension and home missions; 


—fostered the spirit and practice of cooperation until 
there are now 681 local and state councils of churches. 


9. The Council has been a center for relating the Ameri- 
can Churches as a group to the ecumenical movement. It 
has: 


—continued to give its backing to Church World Service, 
Inc. (established jointly with the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence and the American Committee for the World Council), 
through which food, clothing, medical supplies and funds 
for spiritual reconstruction totaling $14,500,000 were fur- 
nished to needy churches in both Europe and Asia; 


—sponsored the visit of Bishop Otto Dibelius and Pastor 
Niemoeller as a means of interpreting the situation in the 
German Church; 


—maintained a representative in Germany as a liaison 
between German Protestantism and the Military Govern- 
ment of the American Zone for the purpose of helping the 
church in its efforts for the spiritual renewal of the coun- 
try; 

—contributed the service of its General Secretary to the 
World Council of Churches as chairman of the Committee 
on Arrangements for the first Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil, to be held in Amsterdam next August. 


10. The Council has been an agent of continuous infor- 
mation about and publication for American Protestantism 
as a whole. It has: 

—published Information Service weekly as a reliable in- 
terpretation of contemporary problems from the standpoint 
of Christian concern; 

—edited the “Yearbook of American Church,” 1947 edi- 
tion, the only handbook covering all religious bodies; 

—issued from the Washington office a weekly bulletin 
of information to church executives concerning week by 
week developments in governmental circles affecting the 
interests of the churches; 

—provided important collaboration with the Commis- 
sion on Army and Navy Chaplains, which has published 
monthly The Chaplain and The Link; 

—lIssued many other publications, such as Federal Coun- 
cil Bulletin, Town and Country Church and Inter-racial 
News Letter. 

The next biennial meeting will be held November 30 
to December 2, 1948, at which time the fortieth anniversary 
of the Council will be observed. In accordance with the 
Council’s constitution the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. is entitled to designate 9 
delegates to the biennial meeting, and 3 additional dele- 
gates provided they are laymen or laywomen. A similar 
number of alternates may also be appointed if desired. The 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
§. is furthered entitled to 2 representatives and 2 alter- 
nates in the Executive Committee of the Federal Council, 
which meets bi-monthly and is responsible for the direc- 
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tion of all its work in the interim between biennial meet- 
ing. 
CHARLES P. TAFT, President; 
BISHOP JOHN S. STAMM, Vice-President; 
SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT, General Secretary; 
ROSWELL P. BARNES, 
J. QUINTER MILLER, Associate General Secretaries. 


Report of the Principal Representatives to the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Council: 


W E WISH TO REPORT to the General Assembly 
that our church has been represented during the 

past year at all meetings of the executive com- 
mittee of the Federal Council and at most of the meet- 
ings of the advisory committee which is a sub-committee 
of the executive committee. We have endeavored to repre- 
sent the point of view of our church. The details of the 
actions of the council will be reported to the Assembly 
by the council’s Executive Secretary. (See foregoing re- 
port.—Eds. ) 

We would like to report specifically on the actions taken 
by the executive committee relative to the appearance of 
representatives of the Council at Congressional hearings. On 
June 11, 1946, on our motion, the executive committee 
adopted the resolution that ‘‘a deliverance of the Council 
or of the executive committee concerning principles which 
guide our lawmakers in framing legislation on social and 
moral questions does not necessarily carry with it the en- 
dorsement of a specific bill which may be drawn up rela- 
tive thereto.” 

We felt that this policy needed more specific clarifica- 
tion and again, on our motion, the executive committee 
on March 16, 1948, took the following action: 


“1. The Federal Council may be represented at hear- 
ings only when the Council or its executive committee has 
made official statements which have clear relevance to the 
legislative measures which are under consideration at the 
hearings. 

2. Whenever any representative of the Council is to 
appear at any congressional hearing, the authorization of 
the executive committee shall be secured unless the time- 
schedule for the hearing is such as to make such authoriza- 
tion impossible. In such cases, the approval of the presi- 
dent, the vice-president, the chairman of the advisory 
committee, and the general secretary shall be secured 
and a report made to the executive committee at its next 
meeting. 

3. Whenever a representative of the Council appears at 
a hearing in connection with a bill which has not been 
specifically endorsed by the Council or its executive com- 
mittee, he shall make it clear that he is not testifying with 
reference to the specific provisions of the bill but only 
in connection with those underlying principles which have 
been stated by the Council. 

4. If any denomination, through a maority of its repre- 
sentatives present and voting, dissents from a _ position 
taken by the Council or its executive committee, that dis- 
sent shall be recorded if so requested—in which case the 
dissent shall be reported in any statement made at a héar- 
ing.” 


We would call the attention of the Assembly to the 
Joint action of the Federal Council, the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education, and the Home Missions Coun- 
cil of North America in sponsoring in Atlanta the South- 
eastern Inter-Council Office. The purpose of this office is 
to intergrate the work of the councils more definitely 
into the thinking and cooperation of the churches in our 
section. The first major project was the holding of a 
convocation in Atlanta January 13-15, 1948. In connec- 
tion with the convocation, the executive committee of the 
Federal Council held its first meeting in our territory. 
Some four hundred unofficial delegates were in attendance 
at the Convocation. The executive secretary of the South- 
eastern Inter-Council Office is Dr. Forrest C. Weir. Dr. 
Alexander is the chairman of the regional advisory com- 
mittee. A second convocation will probably be held in Nash- 
ville in the spring of 1949. 

J. McDOWELL RICHARDS, 
JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 
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Lusting for Titles of Honor 


By 8. L. MORGAN, SR.* 


DRAB INCIDENT occurred in Charlotte, N. C., re- 

cently that seems likely to attract nationwide at- 

tention and to prove humiliating to the Christian 
ministry and the church at large. According to the report 
of the Associated Press, five Carolina ministers testified 
before the Federal Trade Commission that they paid $50 
each for degrees from a university in Washington, D. C., 
ranging all the way up to Doctor of Philosophy. ‘Pitiless 
publicity’’ has been given to the incident in both the secu- 
lar and the religious press. The ministers have since de- 
nied the report, though one of them admitted that he 
“received an honorary degree.’ According to the report no 
course of study was required in some cases, and the uni- 
versity was alleged to exist mostly on paper. The signifi- 
cant thing in the report, however much of truth it con- 
tained, was that the honorary degree was understood to 
give a minister the right to put ‘doctor’ before his name, 
and thus to increase his prestige. 


‘ 


A Call to Penitence 


, The incident gives the occasion, not only to warn min- 
isters against being duped, but also to call the church to 
penitence touching a grave fault. This writer is able to 
speak with entire sympathy, and without a shade of cyni- 
cism, both for the minister and for the church. He recalls 
now his own vanity was tickled a dozen years ago when 
he was approached by a man reputed to be Somebody, and 
was told that on the ground of his scholarship and pub- 
lic service alone, and without any required course of study, 
he had been selected by the ‘‘university’’ he headed in a 
great city for the award of a “D. D.” I thanked him for 
the compliment. It felt good. I deferred accepting the 
“honor’’—and investigated. On good authority I was told 
that the ‘‘university’’ was mostly on paper. I declined, and 
incurred the ill will of the “president” for exposing the 
fraud. The degree was much cheaper then. The price has 
now gone up 250 per cent! 

The writer has a series of articles on ‘‘The Seculariza- 


tion of the Pastoral Relation’’ appearing in the religious - 


press. Several of the Southern papers are carrying them. 
I invited constructive criticism. One honored pastor wrote, 
“You omit one important criticism, applying alike to the 
minister and the church in general. You ought to say 
something about the fact that our more prominent churches 
hesitate to call a pastor unless he has a ‘‘Doctor’” before 
his name.” I looked into the matter and found it too true. 
I found further that the appeal of churches and official 
boards to the colleges to confer honorary degrees on their 
pastors has become a racket, and that it has already 
reached the proportions of a nuisance and a burden to 
our colleges. 

The situation seems to be this: Churches galore, or their 
Official boards, bombard the colleges in such numbers that 
sometimes they have before them dozens of appeals at one 
time, each urging the claims of its pastor as entitled 
to an honorary degree. College faculties and trustees are 
kind-hearted, and hate to turn down such appeals. They 
hate worse to win the ill will of the church people by re- 
fusing. And often, to avoid giving offence, it requires 
numerous conferences or dozens of letters in going over the 
whole matter to avoid hurt feelings. It has become a per- 
secution. 

And they have to explain it something like this: ‘To 
make degrees too common would be to make them mean- 
ingless. Also the honor of our college is at stake—it must 
maintain its reputation for being high-class—and honest. 
At most we may grant only several honorary degrees in a 
year. And we have to choose with the greatest care, scru- 





*Dr. Morgan is one of greatly-beloved and highly-hon- 
ored ministers of the Baptist Church, Wake Forest, N. C. 


tinizing the record of each man for evidence of the high- 
est scholarship and public achievement, and then honestly 
to choose from many the two or three that in our judg- 
ment rank highest. We have no other way to maintain our 
reputation either for honesty or for being a reputable col- 
lege.” 

Here is my tear of sympathy for the minister thus 
tempted to get a degree by some means. He knows that 
the larger, “better’’ churches hesitate to call a man with- 
out a “Doctor” before his name, and that the average 
church may look askance at him. And that, almost re- 
gardless of all other qualities and achievements, puts the 
preacher under a temptation severe and pathetic. The 
church ought to take it to heart as well as preachers. Both 
are at fault, but I plead for charity for both. The evil 
has been a slow evolution. We have drifted into it slowly 
and unawares. And the evil “leans to virtue’s side.” 
Churches may rightly insist on an ever-rising standard for 
its ministers. And the ministers should cheerfully and 
zealously seek to measure up to it. 


Neither ‘‘Rabbi’’ Nor *‘Doctor” 


The church and pastor should recognize clearly that 
the growing lust for titles of honor is un.Christian and 
evil. Jesus admonished his church against this very thing, 
lusting to be called ‘‘Rabbi,” ‘‘Doctor” (Mt. 23:7, 3). 

Churches and pastors alike ought to take the matter 
to heart and jointly do something about it. A recent edi- 
torial in the Raleigh News and Observer offers the happiest 
and wisest suggestion that has come to my attention. And 
it seems practicable. It is for the colleges to enter into 
an agreement to abolish the entire system of honorary 
degrees. Already assuming nuisance proportions for the 
colleges, and with the pressure from the churches still in- 
creasing, it would seem that the colleges would soon be 
forced in self defense to take some radical step. This 
writer believes a very large segment of the ministry would 
give such a movement its hearty support. Ministers gen- 
erally would hail it as a happy riddance to surrender all 
titles of honor, even to the regrettable and inescapable 
“Reverend,” if once’ the churches ceased to put a premium 
on an empty title of honor and stopped treating it a pass- 
port to preferment. For most of them do retain some of 
the modesty and humility of their Master. 


Mr. La Roe Suggests 


NE OF THE most flagrant injustices today is the 

discriminations and preferences resulting from the 
award of the D. D. degree. A great deal of unfairness 
and hardship is caused by the method in which it is 
awarded. Some able men fail to get the degree and 
some who are less able get it. There is something anala- 
gous to political pressure in the obtaining of some de- 
grees. It causes many heartaches. New Jersey has 
solved a related problem by permitting any lawyer who 
has practiced for three years as an attorney-at-law to 
take an examination to determine whether he has kept 
up with his profession. If he passes it successfully he 
becomes a counsellor-at-law. Something similar should 
be possible in the church. A minister who has been suc- 
cessful in his ministry for a prescribed period and who 
has continued his studies would be entitled to a D. D. 
From a Christian viewpoint merit is a safer foundation 
for the award of any degree than are politics and pres- 
sure. We owe it to the church to eliminate the ele- 
ments of unfairness and discrimination from the award- 
ing of the D. D. degree—WILBUR LA ROE, JR., Mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Real Division Is Spiritual 


Anyone who knows the kind and gen- 
erous disposition, the humble, reticent, 
unassuming nature, or the theological 
position of D. Maurice Allan would 
never recognize him from the distorted 
charges lodged against him by Funda- 
mentalist critics in two publications. 
Readers of this paper know, of course, 
that this is occasioned by his search- 
ing articles which appeared here Febru- 
ary 23 and March 1. The vigor of the 
reaction is a certain indication that Dr. 
Allan’s aim was accurate. He was deal- 
ing with ‘‘the real issues,”’ not spending 
his energies in shadow-boxing. 
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The point which here concerns us 
most does not relate to the issues un- 
der discussion, but rather to the man- 
ner in which Dr. Allan and his solidly- 
put discussion have been abused. Words 
have been put into his mouth, conclu- 
sions have been supplied, motives and 
purposes have been charged—all of 
which are utterly foreign to the man 
and to the magnificent spirit which he 
possesses. 


Without regard to the unfairness of 
their attack, his critics print charges 
against him which those who will not 
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see the complete article will never sus- 
pect as being unjust. For example 
(and this is only one example), he is 
placed in the position of attacking the 
Bible, the apostles, the finality of their 
authority and the revelation God has 
given in the Bible. His article is called 
“a vicious and blasphemous attack upon 
God’s Word.” Readers of the article 
will be astounded to read such a charge. 
It is utterly untrue. 


To go on, he is accused of ‘false 
teaching, so clearly contrary to the Bi- 
ble that even the simple Sunday school 
teacher can see its error.’’ They say, ‘“‘Dr. 
Allan has succeeded, so far as his logic 
and reasoning are concerned [remem- 
ber that he is a recognized student of 
logic!], in simply throwing away the 
Bible and setting us down on the shift- 
ing sands of time without even the com- 
fort of an oasis to keep us alive for a 
few hours.” He is, we are assured, 
“trying to lead us into chaos.” 


In some of the milder. passages, it is 
indicated that “apparently Dr. Allan 
has not read carefully the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan.’’ Then, we are 
solemnly warned, he is attempting ‘‘to 
carry the Southern Presbyterian Church 
away from the evangelical faith into 
both the cold rationalism and the 
clammy Barthianism of the hour.” 
Incidentally cold rationalism and 
‘clammy (!) Barthianism’ are miles 
apart—theological contradictions. The 
author of that phrase does not under- 
stand his terms. 


We cannot believe that the writers of 
these articles have intentionally mis- 
quoted Dr. Allan. They have simply 
fallen into the error, common for some 
reason among certain types of funda- 
mentalists—the fallacy of drawing 
their own conclusions or deductions 
from what a man says, and then attri- 
buting unwarranted deductions to him; 
at times actually putting their own 
words into an opponent’s mouth. 


Even though it is unintended, this 
misrepresentation is hard to pardon. 
As Paul writes in I Corinthians, Chris- 
tian love is ‘‘always eager to believe 
the best,” not to attribute the worst 
motives and most stupid errors to those 
whose arguments we dislike or fear. 

Those who read the article, and not 
the charges of the critics, will be sur- 
prised to learn that Dr. Allan is ac- 
cused of calling “for a union [of the 
Presbyterian churches] on the basis of 
a vindication of Fosdick, Coffin and Van 
Dusen.”” They will not appreciate the 
unfairness with which Dr. Allan is 
“quoted” as saying that while Dabney, 
Thornton Whaling and B. M. Palmer 
preached to their age . . if they had 
had a Twentieth Century education and 
lived in today’s world they would likely 
have preached the “new theistic light” 
which Fosdick, Van Dusen and Coffin 
have brought to the modern universi- 
ties. (For one thing, the addition of 
the article ‘‘the’’ above gives a com- 
pletely different meaning.) Our read- 
ers have Dr. Allan’s article in which 
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at this point he actually did say some- 
thing quite different, viz: ‘“‘What we 
should pray and hope is that in our 
own church, men of as great Christian 
influence, albeit of what will appeal to 
us as sounder theological views, may 
be raised up.’’ Those who read only 
the critics’ statements will never see 
that word of Dr. Allan’s. 

Perhaps the most unfair statement 
of all is that which plainly indicates to 
the man or woman who has not read 
the criticized article that Maurice Al- 
lan could not with the most unreserved 
dedication stand upon the following 
words and from his heart declare, “The 
Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting. 
And his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions.” Nothing he has even faintly 
suggested would give any man the 
slightest excuse for such a calumny as 
that. 

All who know Maurice Allan recog- 
nize his devotion to Christian truth; 
they honor him for his brilliant mind; 
they respect him for his honest reason- 
ing; they salute him for his calm cour- 
age; and they are humbled in his pres- 
ence because of his winsome Christlike- 
ness. 

Such uncharitable personalities as 
have been hurled at him cannot de- 
tract from the stature of so great and 
so good a man. 


We Presbyterians 


‘By ARTHUR V. BOAND 











20. MANFORD GEORGE GUTZKE 

One of the most colorful and dynamic 
ministers in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church is Dr. Manford George Gutske, 
professor of English Bible and Religious 
Education in the Columbia Theological 
Seminary. Born in Ontario, Canada, in 
a home of rugged, honest but non- 
church-going people, young Gutzke grew 
to manhood considering himself an 
agnostic. As a young country school 
teacher and with characteristic moral 
integrity, he decided to consider the 
claims of Christianity and the Bible for 
himself, and came out of the study of 
the Scriptures with a veritable Pauline 
conversion. Entering World War I, he 
soon distinguished himself as the cham- 
pion heavy-weight prize fighter in the 
Canadian Army. 

The war over, the young ex-soldier 
found himself studying the Bible in the 
city of Los Angeles. Here he met, wooed 
and won the hand of Sarah Bernstein, 
the daughter of a converted Russian 
Jew who had once studied to be a rabbi. 
To his father-in-law Dr. Gutzke to this 
day gives much of the credit for his 
understanding of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Back to Canada for two 
years of study in the University of Mani- 
toba, Gutzke came to Dallas, Texas, 
where he studied for two years at the 
Evangelical Theological College where 





[an en. a en en. ee ee ee et 


g- 


ed 
in, 
an 
bi. 
his 
his 
ant 
wo 
ni- 
as, 
she 





APRIL 19, 1948 


he decided, in his own words, ‘‘to be 
independent of the Independents.” 
Supplying the Westminister Presby- 
terian Church of Dallas brought him a 
call to that U. S. Church, and after a 
six-year pastorate in Dallas, he accepted 
a call to teach Bible at. Austin College. 
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Dr. Gutzke went to Columbia Seminary 
in 1939, and is much in demand as a 
special preacher in the Atlanta area. It 
is a long jump from Winnipeg, Canada, 
to Los Angeles, to Dallas, to Decatur, 
but Manford Gutzke finds Presbyterian- 
ism in the South much to his liking. 
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WORSHIP AND 


PERSONALITY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might.—Deut. 
6:5. 


OME READERS of these lines en- 
gaged not so long ago in a prayer 
service in which this expression 

was used: ‘‘Worship is man expressing 
his whole personality.”” This phrase, in 
the program so widely used by Chris- 
tian women on their” world day of 
prayer, has aroused criticism from some 
who did not observe its context. Taken 
alone, as a definition of prayer, that 
phrase is of course ridiculous. A stage- 
struck girl at a movie, an acrobat per- 
forming his most difficult feat, a 
comedian convulsing an audience, Joe 
Louis attempting a knockout, a mur- 
derer swinging the knife—persons doing 
things good, bad or indifferent, may be 
expressing their whole personality and 
yet be far from the spirit, act or inten- 
tion of worship. ‘Expressing the per- 
sonality’ is a phrase in itself without 
meaning unless we know in what direc- 
tion, by what means and to what ends 
the personality is being expressed. 


However, it is unfair to criticize any 
phrase out of its context. To say that 
the women’s service on the day of 
prayer was not Christian merely because 
of this one sentence, is far from the 
truth, The service as a whole was defi- 
nitely and emphatically Christian. The 
phrase in question was by no means in- 
tended as a formal definition of worship, 
and it is hard to see why anyone should 
have though it was so meant. 


HAT THOSE WORDS might well 
bring home to more sympa- 
thetic readers is a_ Biblical 

truth: That unless worship does ex- 
press the whole personality there is 
something seriously wrong with it. 
Isaiah (chap. 1) denounces in detail his 
contemporaries for this very failure. 
They were bringing tithes, they attended 
the stated meetings, they offered sacri- 
fices, they observed the Sabbath, they 
made many prayers. Any photographer 
commissioned by the Jerusalem equiva- 
lent of LIFE magazine would have 
shown you a people ‘‘at worship.” What 
else were they doing? Well, if it was 
worship it was very one-sided. God was 
hot listening, in fact Jsaiah announces 
that God is tired, he cannot stand it any 
longer. And you must admit that ‘“‘wor- 


ship” which only tires and annoys God 
—indeed even stirs his terrible scorn— 
is not true worship at all. 


But what was the trouble with those 
citizens of Jerusalem, so busy offering 
sacrifices, going through all the motions 
and using all the words appropriate to 
worship? They were not expressing 
their total personality. Their hands 
(Isaiah said) were full of blood. They 
had no care for the exploited silent 
masses, they let justice be slain in their 
streets. They were one thing at the 
temple, they were another thing in ordi- 
nary life. Their worship was not a real 
expression of their real selves. Quite 
possibly these people whom God so bit- 
terly condems had a “religious streak,’’ 
they had moods when they felt worship- 
ful and reverent, they wanted God to 
have a place in their lives, indeed they 
wanted him very much as a guarantee 
of the success of their business and their 
nation. But their lives, for the most 
part, were simply not connected with 
their worship. It was a golden frame 
around an ugly scrawl, it was a fair 
flower in a dirty jar. It did not match. 
Their worship came from only one part 
of their personality, by no means from 
all of it, 


HOU SHALT LOVE the Lord thy 

God with all thine heart.” That 

God is a jealous God is profoundly 
true. As a woman who loves a man is 
not content with half his heart, as the 
more she loves him the more intently 
she desires that his love for her shall 
not be flawed with roving wishes for 
other women, so infinitely more with 
God. When two who love each other 
have basically opposite interests, what 
then? When of two who love, one loves 
wholly, the other only for the moment, 
what then? The end of such love is 
foredoomed. So it is between God and 
man. He loves us wholly; shall we love 
him in part? He has certain great ends 
and purposes in mind for this our race, 
for us, for our homes and families and 
nations. Do we share his mind and seek 
his purposes? Or is our worship only 
an interlude in a life devoted mainly to 
neglect of God and defiance of his pur- 
pose? Worship to be wholly real must 
be offered by a whole man, not a frac- 
tion of him. 


(See also II. The Way to Repentance, 
p. 14.) 
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YEAR OF DESTINY 
1948 


Many vital, worldwide issues, will 
be resolved this year and influence 
the entire earth for generations. 

Things cannot stand still in Eu- 
rope or in the Orient—nor can basic 
issues remain status quo here in 
America. 

There are enheartening signs that 
Freedom may be revived and vouch- 
safed. That would give hope and 
succor to most else that matters. 

What happens in America will be 
a primary factor in what happens 
everywhere else. This is a year in 
which every eligible citizen should 
share the responsibilities of decision 
at the elections. 

But millions of eligibles are not 
even registered! Fifteen thousand 
pastors, banded together through 
Spiritual Mobilization purposes to 
get 5 million new voters registered 
and to the polls. We believe that to 
be a spiritual service in the interest 
of spiritual freedom—to preserve 
the democratic process and to under- 
gird the dignity of man against the 
‘‘New Leviathan’’ state. 

Every minister who reads these 
words should write for our tracts 
and further information, There is 
no obligation. We need your help. 
Thousands are enlisting each month. 
Will YOU help us help save Freedom 
in the world during this year of 
epochal importance? 


James W. Fifield, Jr., D. D., 


Director 
SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
(Since 1934) 
Los Angeles Chicago New York 


Advisory Committee 

DONALD J. COWLING, President Carle- 
ton College 1909-45; ROGER W. BABSO 
Statistician; WILLIAM BRAASCH, Sad 
of Directors, American Medical Associa- 
tion; ELY CULBERTSON, Author, Lec- 
turer; CARY EGGLESTON, Physician; DE- 
WITT EMERY, Founder National Small 
Business Men’s Association; EDGAR J. 
GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Lecturer; 
THEODORE cham 5 Professor The- 
ology, Author; ALFRED P. 
Economist, Rtn 
HAWKES, United States Senator; 
HIGGINBOTTOM, Missionary; RUPE 
HUGHES, Author; CHARLES ‘SPURGEON 
JOHNSON, President Fisk University; 
RUFUS B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor, 
University of Southern California; 
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, California Insti- 
tute of Technology; FELIX MORLEY, Edi- 
tor, Human Events; ALFRED NOYES, 
Author; NORMAN VINCENT _ PEALE, 
Clergyman; REVERDY C. RANSOM, 
Bishop A. M. E. Church; LEONARD E. 
READ, President Foundation for Eco- 
nomic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON 
SPROUL, President, University of Call- 
fornia: JOHN JAMES TIGERT, President 
Emeritus, University of Florida; RAY 
LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor, Leland 
Stanford University. 





SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
Title Guarantee Bldg., Los Angeles 13, Cal. 


T am a minister of a church and inter- 
ested in the program of Spiritual Mobili- 
zation. Place me on your Representative 
List and send me your free publications. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Editors See State’s 
Rights---and Duties 


Appalachia News Letter 





The Knoxville News-Sentinel, discuss- 
ing “‘State’s Rights and Duties’ in re- 
lation to proposed Civil Rights legisla- 
tion, takes a firm stand for home rule 
and declares that ‘“‘Federal intervention 
in home affairs is bad and contrary to 
the whole spirit of our manner of life,”’ 
but the editors see some duties involved. 
They go on to say, ‘‘Home rule, free 
from arbitrary governing by remote 
control from Washington, involves re- 
sponsibility. While we decry unsound 
Federal proposals, the states should 


CONFERENCE 


On Protestant 


CHURCH MUSIC 


In Forth Worth 
June 7-8-9-10-11 
Faculty of 8 Authorities Featuring 
HUGH PORTER HAROLD STARK 
ROBERT McCUTCHAN 
For Particulars Write 


Robert R. Clarke, 
First Methodist Church, 
Forth Worth, Texas 














Good Helps For May 2-9 
Christian 


Family Week 


Make use of an adequate supply of 
these pamphlets leading up to and dur- 
ing Christian Family Week, May 2-9: 

1. Practical Helps in Having Family 
Prayers. (5c, single copy; 25 for 50c; 
50 for 75c; 100 for $1.50.) 

2. How to Take Criticism. 


8. What Can a Christian Do With 
Sunday? 


4. How to Introduce Your Child to 
Christ, 


5. How Can Baptism Mean More to 
Me? 


6. Fill the Cup Gently. 


7. Ten Reasons for Being a Christian. 
(Numbers 2-7, 12 for 25c, 25 for 
50c; 100 for $1.00.) 
8. How to Know the Will of God. (5c, 
single copy; 25 for $1.00; 100 for 
$3.00.) 


9. How Far Can Young People Go in 
Following Christ? (5c; 25 for 50c; 50 
for $1.00.) 


ORDER PROMPTLY FROM— 
The Presbyterian Outlook 


403 E. Franklin Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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take sound action. There are state’s 
rights; but there are also state duties, 
and those state duties should be fully 
performed.” 


Montreat to Have Disciples 
On Neighboring Conference Site 


A tract embracing 543 acres of land, 
one mile south of Black Mountain, N. C., 
or about four miles from Montreat, has 
been purchased by the Disciples of 
Christ, as the site for a proposed $1,- 
000,000 Southeastern Area summer as- 
sembly grounds. A non-profit organiza- 
tion known as the Southeastern Chris- 
tian Assembly, Inc., is being formed to 
take over the property, sponsor the con- 
struction project and eventually operate 
the assembly. <A building program is 
scheduled to get under way sometime 
within the next two years. 


Government Opens Oak Ridge 
To Various Religious Groups 


A new policy authorized by the U. S. 
Government enables religious bodies to 
purchase property within the Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., area. Heretofore chapels owned 
by the government were used on Sun- 
days under a_= staggered’ schedule. 
Churches now are preparing to buy and 
build to serve the town’s people. Pres- 
byterians, USA, are represented in Oak 
Ridge and plans are under way for en- 
larging their church. Presbyterians, 
US, have no church there. 


Knoxville Young People 
Will Meet at Montreat 


Young people of Knoxville Presby- 
tery will hold their fellowship confer- 
ence at Montreat, N. C., for the first 
time, This will be held while the synod’s 
youth fellowship conference is held 
there June 14-18. E. B. McGukin, of 
Knoxville First church, is the inspira- 
tional speaker and Julian Spitzer, 
Sequoyah Hills, Knoxville, is director. 
: . More than 600 young people at- 
tended rallies held recently in Asheville 
and Holston Presbyteries. Abingdon’s 





IF YOU HAVE 


—named an individual, as trus- 
tee in your will, can you feel 
assured he will survive the 
trust? 


Over fifty-five years ago this 
Company was founded to out- 
live any trust committed to its 
care. 


Virginia Trust Company 


THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Member Federal Deposit insurance 
Corporation 
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and Knoxville’s rallies will be held in 
April and May. 


Meetings and Speakers 
On Spring Calendar 


Asheville Presbytery’s annual meeting 
of the men of the presbytery was held 
early in April in Brevard. ... Sunday 
school superintendents and the men of 
Holston Presbytery plan to meet at Ban- 
ner Elk, N. C., June 25-27... .Mrs. S. 
H. Askew, Bible teacher for the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, will conduct Bible 
study hours in Bristol, Elizabethton, 
Johnson City, Knoxville and Chatta- 
nooga, May 18-27... . Grace Sloan 
Overton is scheduled for a 10-day series 
in Knoxville and Maryville, speaking on 
Christian marriage and family relations. 
.., Dewey Greenhoe, of the Sweetwater, 
Tenn., church, will be the inspirational 
speaker for the Knoxville Presbytery 
Pioneer camp in June. . . .Appalachia 
Day will be observed July 17 during the 
Men-at-Montreat Conference. 


Miscellany 


The University of Tennessee will con- 
duct its first recreation institute on the 
university campus May 31-June 4.... 
The LaFollette, Tenn., church, where 
Reuben T. Allen, Jr., is pastor, went on 
a self-supporting basis April 1... . The 
Pan-Presbyterian Council of Tennessee 
(composed of US, USA and Cumberland 
Presbyterians) is projecting a statewide 
visitation evangelism campaign next 
November. . . . Knoxville led the state 
last year in the number of murders per 
city—42 in 1947. ...William Rule, 
elder in the Knoxville, First church, is 
chairman of the American Bible Society 
effort in this area seeking 8,000,000 
volumes to be distributed in 15 nations. 

. . Fountain City and Little Brick 
(Knoxville) churches celebrated their 
25th anniversaries recently with former 
pastors returning. ... Fairmont church, 
Knoxville, is building a community play- 
ground for use of younger children in 
the neighborhood. Young adults of the 
church are sponsoring this. 

J. WALTER DICKSON, JR. 

Knoxville. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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~ MEMORIALS 


CHARLES GRANDISON ROSE 

Since the Lord called from our midst on 
Sunday, February 29, 1948, our friend and 
fellow elder, Charles Grandison Rose, we 
pause to pay tribute to his memory. 

Feeling a deep sense of loss at his pass- 
ing, we nevertheless count ourselves for- 
tunate to have known him for his ster- 
ling worth, the years we were privileged 
to work with him in the cause of God's 
Kingdom. 

Though he loved his community and 
was an organizer of the Fayetteville Y. M 
c. A. in which he served as president 
of the board for twenty-five years, was 
active in the total life of his community, 
was president of the board of the Con- 
federate Home for Women, Fayetteville, 
served in both the State House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate, his greatest service 
was rendered in the name of Christ 
through his church. He was a member 
of the Board of Deacons of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Fayetteville for thir- 
teen years, and served our church as elder 
for thirty years. He was superintendent 
of the Sunday school for twenty-seven 
years and for a long period of time taught 
the Charles G. Rose Bible Class. At the 
time of his death he was one of the trus- 
tees of his church. He was active in 
Fayetteville Presbytery, serving as Mode- 
rator of the presbytery in 1938 and as 
a trustee for the presbytery. He was 
president and trustees of the Donaldson 
Fund of Fayetteville Presbytery. He 
served one year as Moderator of the Synod 
of North Carolina in 1940 and in 1942 was 
elected Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
S. For many years, he was a member 
of the General Assembly’s Executive Com- 
mittee of Religious Education and Pub- 
lication and the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union. In this connection, he 
rendered great service in the drafting of 
the Proposed Plan of Union. In addition, 
he was on a special committee of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in the interest of Mon- 
treat. He believed in Christian education 
with all his heart and was a member of 
the Boards of Trustees of Flora Macdon- 
ald College, Red Springs; Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Virginia; and Presbyte- 
rian Junior College, Maxton. He was at 
one time a trustee of the University of 
North Carolina and State Teachers Col- 
lege, Fayetteville. He was the first holder 
of the plaque presented by B’nai B’rith 
for the furtherance of brotherhood in 
Fayetteville. He was awarded the L. L. D. 
degree by the University of North Caro- 
lina, was president of the State Bar As- 
sociation and of the State Bar. 

He was very generous and even lavish 
with his time, liberal with his seemingly 
boundless energy and free with his ma- 














Complete Estate Administration 


Our Trust Department serves you 
and your family as Executor under 
your will, as custodian or manager 
of your securities, and as Trustee un- 
er living, testamentary and life in- 
surance trusts. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


First in age—in size—in Richmond. 


Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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terial resources in all matters concerning 
the church’s welfare. He performed all 
his duties as an officer of the church with 
his customary charm and graciousness. 
He was faithful to every responsibility 
with which he was entrusted. His keen 
sense of judgment at all times proved 
useful in determining matters of spiritual 
and financial importance to our church 
and denomination. 

His bright outlook on life, his cheery 
smile, and happy disposition were a liv- 
ing testimony to his sublime faith that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God. 

He was preeminently a Christian. He 
believed in his Lord to the saving of his 
soul, and loved him with all his being. 
He always carried the principles of Christ 
into his personal life, his home, his com- 
munity and into the practice of his chosen 
profession. All with whom he came in 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high schvol 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 
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touch knew that he was a real follower 
of Christ. Through his Christian living 
he influenced many for his Lord. 

As a token of our appreciation for his 
services to our church, his fidelity to duty, 
and his stalwart Christian character, we 
place this record on the minutes of the 
Session, and direct that a copy be pub- 
lished in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK, the Christian Observer. . . . 
The Session, First Presbyterian Church, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, 

W. A. West, T. M. Hunter, W. M. Shaw, 

Committee. 





Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate __—irates. 
Write for catalog P. Applications are 
being taken for our fall semester which 
begins September 7, 1948. 
John Montgomery, Pres., 
Statesville, N. C. 

















CHILDREN’S FOREIGN MISSION DAY — 
in the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


will tell you about 
Our UniteD ANDEAN Mission 


PICALQUI, ECUADOR 
MAY 2, 1948 


Order Program Material from 
Educational Dept., Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


SEND OFFERING TO CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
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1948 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS—(See first four on cover page. Left to right, 
Top, Bryan Robinson, Thomasville, Ga.; Billy Walker, Grandfalls, Texas; Blake 
Breitenhirt, Jr., Greenbank, W. Va. Second row: Mary Ann Sibley, Memphis, 
Tenn.; William Lee Brooks, Frankfort, Ky.; Betty Anne West, Clifton, S. C. 
Third row: Eleanor White, Lenoir, N. C.; Ladson Fraser Owens, Jr., Sumter, 
8. C.; Joan Williamson, Atlanta, Ga. Fourth row: Barbara Ann Clark, Day- 
tona Beach, Fla.; Landis Lee Cotten, Atlanta, Ga.; Dorothy Cundiff, Jackson, 
Miss. Fifth row: Robert S. Mathews, Washington, D. O.; Cornelia Anne Dick, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Wayne Perrin Todd, New Orleans, La.; Carol Ann Catching, 
Hazlehurst, Miss. (See “Scholarship Winners,” next column.) 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Peace College Plans Next 
Steps in $150,000 Campaign 

Trustees of Peace College, Raleigh, N, 
C., recently made plans for the projected 
$150,000 campaign for a new recreation 
building. A sustained drive will be con- 
ducted when $50,000 is available as a 
challenge fund. The college now has 
$208,000 in endowment and is receiving 
$8,500 annually from the Synod of 
North Carolina. Highlight of the past 
year, according to President Pressly, 
was the accreditation of the college by 
the Southern Association of Schools and 
Colleges. There has been a capacity en- 
rollment of 315 and _ registration for 
next year, he said, is progressing satis- 
factorily. The trustees voted to inaugu- 
rate a Woman’s Advisory Board com- 
posed of representatives from five N. C. 
presbyteries to assist in formulating fu- 
ture policies and plans. 





Three Speakers Lead 
Davidson Spring Services 

“The Christian Standard in Human 
Relations” was set as the theme of an- 
nual spring services at Davidson College 
the first week in April. Speakers were 
President J. McDowell Richards, Colum- 
bia Seminary, and president of David- 
son’s trustees; John H. Marion, Jr., di- 
rector of the Committee on Christian 
Relations for the Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Va.; and Dean J. M. Godard 
of Queens College. 


Trueblood Gives Jarman 
Lectures at Mary Baldwin 

D. Elton Trueblood, Earlham College 
professor and well-known author, was 
the Jarman lecturer at Mary Baldwin 
College the first week in April, speak- 
ing three times. The lectures, in honor 
of President L. Wilson Jarman who was 
head of the college from 1929 to 1945, 
were made possible by A. C. King, South 
Pasadena, Calif., a cousin of Dr. Jarman 
who is president of the Citrus Products 
Co, of Chicago. 


Scholarship Winners Designate 
Variety of Prospective Vocations _ 
Winners of the 20 scholarships offered 
by the Christian Education Committee, 
Louisville, Ky., (see pictures this page) 
do not appear to be concentrating on 
any one vocation or at any particular 
college of the church. With informa- 
tion from more than half, the prospec- 
tive vocations indicated include: direc- 
tor of religious education, foreign mis- 
sionary, high school teacher of mathe- 
matics, physician, nurse, teacher of lan- 
guages, with others undecided. Col- 
leges chosen thus far are: Flora Mac- 
donald, 2; Southwestern; Queens, 2; 
Davidson, 2; Belhaven; and Austin. 
Zachary T. Piephoff, Jr., Greensboro, 
N. C., listed here April 5 as one of 
the winners has dropped out of the list 
in order to accept one of the Angier 
Duke scholarships at Duke, worth $3,- 
000. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Zechariah Pleads for Righteousness 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 25 


Zechariah 1:1-4; 7:8-14; 8:16-17 


Haggai, the prophet whose message 
we studied last week, and Zechariah, 
whose message we study at the present 
time, were contemporaries. Both men 
prophesied in Jerusalem after the Jews 
had returned from exile and after they 
had become disillusioned and discour- 
aged by the difficulties which they en- 
countered. In the flush of their early 
enthusiasm the exiles had begun to re- 
build the temple, but when obstaeles ap- 
peared they ceased their efforts and for 
sixteen years the work was held in abey- 
ance, Under these circumstances Haggai 
came with his stirring message, ‘It is 
time to build.” 

Two months later (cf. Haggai 1:1 and 
Zechariah 1:1) Zechariah added his 
powerful support to that of Haggai, and 
under the inspiration of these two men 
the work was carried on to its comple- 
tion. When the temple was finally 
built, Haggai’s work was done, He was 
a man with a single message. With 
Zechariah it was different. He saw that 
the rebuilding of the temple was only 
the first step, and that much remained 
to be done if the Jews were to enjoy the 
blessing of God. As W. E. Barnes points 
out in the Cambridge Bible for Schools 
and Colleges, ‘“‘With him the rebuilding 
of the Temple is significant chiefly as a 
sign of the restoration of the people of 
God dwelling in Judah and Jerusalem. 
He devoted himself to the spiritual edi- 
fication of the community. Like the 
older prophets he urged his people to 
show mercy and to do justice, and like 
the greatest of them he proclaimed that 
fasting and religious ordinances could 
not take the place of righteousness. 
Haggai’s ministry was for a year of 
stress, Zechariah’s for all times at which 
the claims of the moral law are neg- 
lected.”” “The book of Zechariah,’’ the 
same writer observes, ‘‘might almost be 
described as a compendium of Old Testa- 
ment religion, or at least of prophetical 
religion. In it is seen Judaism at its 
highest, standing ready to serve as an 
introduction to Christianity.” 

We study this week three passages 
which give us the gist of the prophet’s 
message. 


I. The Call to Repentance, 1:1-4 

Haggai’s message, as we have seen, 
can be summed up in a single sentence, 
“It is time to build.’”” That is a message 
which comes to the church time and time 
again, It is time to build a church edi- 
fice or a religious education building, to 
endow our educational institutions, to 


carry forward a new program of ad- 
vance. 

Zechariah’s message, as we have in- 
dicated, goes deeper. It too can be 
summed up in a single sentence, ‘‘Re- 
turn unto me, saith Jehovah of hosts, 
and I will return unto you” (1:3). Un- 
less this message is heeded, our building 
programs will not succeed, or if out- 
wardly successful, will prove utterly in- 
adequate. 

The word translated ‘return’ sig- 
nifies a change of conduct. To return 
unto God means to change one’s way of 
living, to turn back from following one’s 
own way, and to begin to follow God’s 
way. ‘‘Return unto me, saith Jehovah, 
and [ will return unto you.” In other 
words change your attitude toward God 
and he will change his attitude toward 
you. Change your conduct toward him 
and he will change his conduct toward 
you, i. e., he will cease to punish and 
will begin to favor you. Men who fol- 
low their own way will sooner or later 
suffer the divine displeasure. Men who 
turn and follow his way will rejoice in 
his blessing. 


The message of Zechariah is thus 
similar to the message of John the Bap- 
tist, ‘‘Repent ye (i. e., change your 
minds, change your attitude, change 
your way of living), for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand” (Mt. 3:2). And 
the message of Zechariah and of John 
became the opening message of our 
Lord. Mark tells us that he came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel (good 
news) of God and saying, The time is 
fulfilled; and the Kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent ye and believe in the 
gospel” (1:14-15). Jt °was also the 
basic message of the early church. As 
Peter proclaimed on the day of Pente- 
cost, ‘‘Repent ye, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 
Let us not forget that “repent” does not 
refer primarily to the past but to the 
future, It indicates a change of direc- 
tion in one’s living. For the Christian 
it involves an acceptance of Jesus’ way 
of life. 

“Return unto me and I will return 
unto you, saith Jehovah.” This is God’s 
promise to the individual. As F. B. 
Meyer has written, ‘‘There never was 
yet a backslider for whose return the 
infinite love of God did not yearn, and 
after whom it did not send messages 
like this. In this the divine love exceeds 

human love. 


18 


depict the father of the prodigal sending 
messages into the far country, where he 
sat among the swine; but this is pre- 
cisely what God does.’””’ And we have 
the Master’s promise, ‘‘Him that cometh 
unto me [ will in no wise cast out” (Jn. 
6:37). 

It is also God’s message to a nation 
or a generation that has missed the way. 
Zechariah’s words went beyond the in- 
dividual to the community, That is 
made clear in the context. ‘‘Jehovah 
was sore displeased with your fathers,” 
he says, referring to the generation that 
experienced the exile and witnessed the 
destruction of Jerusalem. And why was 
he displeased with them, why did he 
permit the destruction of the Jewish 
state? It was because they did not 
listen to the prophets, “the former 
prophets,’’ that is, the prophets before 
the exile, particularly Micah and Jere- 
miah, who urged the people to turn 
from their evil ways and warned them 
that if they did not, inevitable judgment 
would ensue. Man’s repentance is the 
condition of God’s favor for an individ- 
ual or a nation. That, says Zechariah, 
was the essence of the prophetic mes- 
sage before the exile. It is the essence 
of his own message. Let the people 
learn the lesson of tbeir past, cried 
Zechariah. 


God grant that we may learn the same 
lesson. For this message, Return unto 
me and [I will return tnto you, says 
George Adam Smith, “is the pivot on 
which history has turned, the one con- 
dition on which God has been able to 
help men. Wherever it is read as the 
conclusion of all the past, wherever it 
is proclaimed as the conscience of the 
present, there the true prophet is found 
and the Word of God has been spoken.” 
Earl L. Douglass adds, “The pattern of 
history does not change. America will 
perish as did the nations which have 
gone before if she refuses to profit by 
their tragic example.” 

This does not mean that we under- 
estimate the importance of the political 
and economic decisions now being made 
in Washington. They are critically im- 
portant. But if these decisions are to 
relieve the situation and not to aggra- 
vate it they must be based on moral 
principle and not simply on expediency, 
they must be concerned with the wel- 
fare of all peoples, and not the people 
of one class, or nation, or group of na- 
tions. And it will not prove sufficient 
to stop the expansion of Russia, as im- 
portant as that is, unless we begin to 
cure the evils on which communism 
thrives. Assyria and Babylonia were 
cruel and wicked powers, but they were 
the instruments through which God’s 
judgment was visited upon his ancient 
people. And it may be that communism 
fulfills a similar purpose in our own day. 
Of one thing we can be sure. There is 
only one way for western civilization to 
enjoy the blessing of God. “Return 
unto me,” saith Jehovah of Hosts, ‘“‘and 


Bven our Lord could not | will return unto you.” 








14 


Il. The Way to Repentance, 7:7-14; 
8:16-17 

In the first seven verses of chapter 
seven Zechariah makes it clear that 
formal worship, fasting, for example, 
which was a symbol of repentance, can- 
not take the place of that reality for 
which worship stands, of that true re- 
pentance which God requires. Jesus put 
it more clearly in Mt. 23:23 and 25: 
‘‘Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill 
and cummin (the herbs out of your gar- 
den) and have neglected the weightier 
matters of the law, justice and mercy 
and faith ... you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and of the plate, but inside they 
are full of extortion and rapacity.” (R. 
S. V.) (See also Dr. Foreman, p. 9.) 

In verses 8-10 [cf, 8:16-17] he in- 
dicates what genuine repentance re- 
quires, or in other words what it means 
to return unto the Lord. This, he says, 
was the message which the prophets be- 
fore the exile brought to your fathers, 
and this, he indicates, is the essence of 
the prophetic message: ‘‘Execute true 
judgment, and show kindness and com- 
passion every man to his brother; and 
oppress not the widow, nor the father- 
less, the sojourner, nor the poor; and 
let none of you devise evil against his 
brother in your heart.’”’ True judgments 
certainly refer to judgments issued by 
the courts. If the courts are corrupt, 
if judges can be bribed, if they are un- 
duly biased in favor of the rich or the 
poor, the strong or the weak, the whites 
or the blacks, then certainly there will 
be a day of reckoning. Other judgments 
may also be included—for example, the 
judgments enacted into law by our vari- 
ous legislative bodies; the judgments 
passed by our various administrators, 
the judgments translated into practice 
by private agencies. One of our cur- 
rent books, ‘“‘A Mask for Privilege: 
Anti-Semitism in America,” by Carey 
McWilliams points out that Anti-Semit- 
ism is developing in America at an 
alarming rate. He makes it clear, as 
many others have done, that there is 
no valid basis for this Anti-Semitic 
prejudice, The Great Myth, as he terms 
it, is transparently full of fallacies. In 
other words it is not a true judgment. 
“The main limitations imposed on 
Jews,’’ he goes on to point out, “have 
been imposed (not by official govern- 
ment legislation or decree but) by our 
‘private governments’—industry and 
trade, banks and insurance companies, 
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real estate boards and neighborhood as- 
sociations, clubs and societies, colleges 
and universities.” The exclusion of 
Jews from private clubs is not, as is 
commonly assumed, a relatively minor 
matter. On the contrary, it is perni- 
cious and far-reaching because ‘‘social 
exclusion at the top is repeated or imi- 
tated at the lower levels of society.” It 
intensifies prejudice everywhere, Jews 
are excluded almost completely, Mr. Mc- 
Williams reports, from employment in 
the basic industries of America. “This 
cruel exclusion explains why so many 
Jewish young people ‘crowd’ into the 
so-called ‘free’ professions—law, medi- 
cine, and dentistry. It is only in these 
professions that they can feel sure that 
they will have equal or almost equal 
opportunity for employment and ad- 
vancement. Hence the problem of ex- 
clusion or limitation of Jewish students 
from our colleges, universities, medical 
and dental schools through the ‘quota’ 
system has its roots in the practice by 
which leaders of American industry and 
finance grossly discriminate against 
Jews.” (As reviewed by James G. Mc- 
Donald in the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
Weekly Book Review.) 


And the Jews are not the only group 
in America who suffer from judgments 
which are untrue. True judgments are 
important. But there must also be 
kindness (King James version: mercy) 
and compassion. 

And men must not be allowed to take 
advantage of those individuals or groups 
who are unable to protect themselves. 
Zechariah names especially the widow 
and the fatherless, synonyms for the de- 
fenceless in every age, those whom it 
is easy to defraud. And the sojourner 
(King James Version: stranger). The 
sojourner or stranger was a person who 
was not a naturalized Israelites, or a 
person who did not enjoy the status of 
complete citizenship, a person liable 
therefore to legal and non-legal dis- 
crimination. ‘‘They were put to hard 
labor for Solomon’s great building 
schemes from time to time by using 
their services for reduced wages or for 
none at all.’’* The equivalent of the 
sojourner in our own land would be the 
unnaturalized immigrant, or various 
groups who are allowed to possess only 
a secondary citizenship, or those who 
for one reason or another are not given 
full status in America’s life—Japanese- 
Americans, the Mexicans, the Negroes, 
and the Jews, for example. Finally, 
Zechariah names the poor, The poor 
are not so helpless today. They have 
developed a class consciousness, They 
have learned the value of united action. 
Labor unions have improved their lot 
and have become powerful organizations 
in the land. Power tends to corrupt 
whether it is wielded by rich or by poor, 
by capital or by labor. by Russia or by 
any other nation. In other lands the lot 
of the poor is more hopeless than it is 
in America. And it is to this class that 
Communism appeals. Underprivileged 
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classes in every land look to it for re- 
lief, for an end to ancient abuses, for 
an opportunity to enjoy the blessings 
made possible by our program in science 
and technical skills. We can point out 
the fallacies in the Communist promises, 
But it seems to have little effect. The 
best remedy would be to convince the 
aroused ‘‘proletariat” of every land that 
we who believe in democracy and free 
enterprise and Christianity really have, 
their interests at heart. To end oppres- 
sion, to execute true judgments, to show 
kindness and compassion—that is the 
way to stop communism, and it is the 
only way in which we can ensure God's 
blessing. 

This last was the message which the 
great prophets brought first to Israel, 
the northern kingdom, and then to 
Judah, the southern kingdom, “But 
they refused to hearken, and pulled 
away the shoulder (the figure is taken 
from an animal which refuses to submit 
to the yoke which is laid upon him), and 
stopped their ears (as some otherwise 
“‘good”’ Christians do when their pastors 
or teachers begin to speak about the im- 
portance of racial or economic justice), 
that they might not hear. Yea, they 
made their hearts as an adamant stone 
(on which no word could make the 
slightest impression; they had what we 
would call a closed mind on the sub- 
ject), lest they hear the law (properly 
‘direction’ proceeding from Jehovah; 
here particularly the precepts of civic 
righteousness and morality, inculcated, 
for instance, so often in Deuteronomy 
and the prophets.’’—S. R. Driver in the 
Century Bible); therefore there came 
great wrath (i. e. punishment inflicted 
in wrath) from Jehovah of hosts. And 
it is come to pass that, as he (the 
prophet) cried, and they would not hear, 
so they shall cry and [ will not hear, 
said Jehovah of hosts; but I will scatter 
them with a whirlwind... .’’ The whirl- 
wind to which Zechariah refers was the 
punishment visited upon the land by 
Sargon and Sennacherib, Kings of 
Assyria, and Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon. The visitation was so sudden, 
so violent, so destructive that a whirl- 
wind was a most appropriate figure. 


Shall it come to that in our day? A 
war that will destroy our civilization, a 
revolution that will uproot it? We hope 
not. Good men, able men, are laboring 
to avert it. No one as yet has a right 
to predict disaster or, on the other hand, 
to promise that it will be averted. Our 
civilization is still on trial and the out- 
come is not yet certain. None of us can 
prophesy. But we can and we must 
proclaim the prophetic message: ‘Re- 
turn unto me, saith Jehovah of hosts, 
and [I will return unto you, saith 
Jehovah of hosts.”’ 





“No other way of life so much as 
democracy calls for intelligence, char- 
acter and moral responsibility inside 
the citizen.”"—HARRY EMBRSON FOS- 
DICK. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

A. C. Wykoff Lancaster, Ky., super- 
intendent of home missions for Tran- 
sylvania Presbytery, became pastor of 
the Columbia-Union church, USA, Co- 
lumbia, Ky., early in April. 

Raymond G. Wickersham from De- 
troit, Mich., to Box 472, Centerline, 
Mich. 

George D. Jackson, former chaplain, 
now studying at Princeton Seminary, 
has accepted a call to the Asheboro, N. 
C., church effective June 15. 

George H. Rector, RFD Lexington, 
Va., has accepted a call to the McDowell, 
Va., church. 

J. Russell Cross, Conway, Ark., has 
been called to the Hazlehurst, Miss., 
church, 

W. Uptegrove Holley from Crystal 
Springs, Miss., to Waynoka, Okla. 








DEATHS 


George F. Williams, 77, died at Pet- 
tus, Texas, March 29, after an illness of 
several months. Dr. Williams grew up 
in the Presbyterian, USA, church, served 
as pastor in USA churches for 21 years, 
and spent the remainder of his ministry 
in the US church, being pastor at Kings- 
ville, Crystal City, and Sinton, Texas. 
He retired from the latter pastorate in 
1946. ; 

Augustus Worth Shaw, 67, pastor of 
the Stanley, N. C., church and of the 
Castanea church, Mount Holly, died sud- 
denly March 17. Mr. Shaw, before go- 
ing to Stanley, had been pastor at Troy, 
N. C., and before that had served vari- 
ous N. C., S. C., and Virginia pastorates. 


COLLEGE SPEAKER 

Robert S. Woodson, Yazoo City, Miss., 
has been announced as the commence- 
ment preacher at Hinds County Junior 
College, Raymond, Miss., May 9. Dr. 
Woodson will also preach the bacca- 
laureate sermon and deliver the address 
for the Christian Association at Bel- 
haven College June 6. 


INSTRUCTOR 

William Louis Hiemstra, pastor at 
Water Valley, Miss., has been appointed 
part-time instructor in history at the 
University of Mississippi. 


RETIRED 

L. G. Henderson, after his 25-year 
pastorate at Albany, Ga., has retired and 
moved to Americus in Macon Presbytery. 
He is serving as temporary supply of 
the Cordele and Dawson churches. 


SON OF MINISTER DIES 

William Arnett Gamble, III, son of W. 
A. Gamble, pastor of St. Paul church, 
Charlotte, N. C., and Mrs. Gamble, died 
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in a hospital in Jesup, Ga., March 27, 
following a motorcycle accident the 
Thursday night before while he and 
other Davidson College students were on 
their way to Orlando, Fla., for the 
Easter holidays. The motorcycle struck 
two cows which were crossing the high- 
way. Young ‘Gamble never regained 
consciousness, He was winner of sec- 
ond place in the Assembly’s scholarship 
contest in 1945 and was taking pre- 
medical work. He was a member of 
the mixed octet at Montreat last summer 
and sang regularly in the choir of the 
First church, Charlotte. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gamble are undertaking to establish a 
memorial student loan fund at David- 
son. 
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